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self that the entertainment of the legate and his nu-
merous escort had proved a heavy tax upon his flabby
purse.
On the morning of September 6th all the cardinals
in Rome received a summons to attend at the Monas-
tery of Santa Maria Nuova to welcome the returned
Cardinal of Valencia. In addition to the Sacred Col-
lege all the ambassadors of the Powers were present,
and, after the celebration of the Mass, the entire as-
sembly proceeded to the Vatican, where the Pope was
waiting to receive his son. When the young Cardinal
presented himself at the foot of the papal throne,
Alexander opened his arms to him, embraced, and
kissed him, speaking no word.
This rests upon the evidence of two eye-witnesses,1
and the circumstance has been urged and propounded
into the one conclusive piece of evidence that Cesare
had murdered his brother, and that the Pope knew it.
In this you have some more of what Gregorovius terms
"inexorable logic/' He kissed him, but he spake no
word to him; therefore, they reason, Cesare murdered
Gandia. Can absurdity be more absurd, fatuity more
fatuous? Lucus a non lucendo! To square the circle
should surely present no difficulty to these subtle
reasoners.
It was, as we have seen, in February of 1498 that it
was first rumoured that Cesare intended to put off
the purple; and that the rumour had ample founda-
tion was plain from the circumstance that the Pope
was already laying plans whose fulfilment must be
1 "Non dixit verbum Pape Valentinus, nee Papa sibi, sed eo deosculato,
descendit de soHo." (Burchard's Dianum^ and "Solo lo baci6/* In letter
from Rome in Sanuto's Diarii.)